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. TOWN CITY VILLAGE OUN 
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re) 718-20 Spruce Brook Road 23-1/156/i 
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z Irwin, Frances S. Berlin 06037 Olpubtic 
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D OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES 
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tJ High building density 
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oO Other landscape features or buildings (Specify) 


yy Scattered buildings visible from site 


One of a small concentration of 18th-century houses near the corner 


of Spruce Brook and Savage Hill roads. 
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1? OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


This house has a five-bay facade with a central entry and hewn over- 
hangs. at the second floor and across the gable ends. Windows are small 
and are fitted with 2-over-2 sash and modern storm sash. Facade win- 
dows are paired and offset towards the corners of the house. Second- 
floor facade windows are located immediately under the eaves. The 
entry has one plain pilaster ‘(right) and one molded pilaster (left) and 
a slightly projecting molded, peaked hood. The right elevation has a 
small framed-in rear porch. To the rear is a one-and-one-half story 
wing with vertical-board siding. 


HISTORICAL OR RCHI Lt PO 


Although much of the fabric including, quite possibly, the brick foun- 
dation date from the 19th century, this house is nonetheless notable 
because of the substantial signs of its original 18th-century con- 
struction that still remain. An adaptation of traditional English 
building techniques to a harsh climate rich in stone, timber, and fire- 
wood, the central chimney house was the predominant domestic building 
type in 18th-century New England. It remained popular in relatively 
isolated areas such as Berlin until after 1800. Typical 18th-century 
features present here include the hewn overhangs, small paired and 
offset windows, the location of the second-floor windows immediately 
under the eaves, ridge-parallel orientation, and the central chimney 
plan itself. The pilasters framing,sthe front entry (or the one that 
may be original, at least) place the house toward the end of the 18th 
century, when Georgian-derived detailing began to appear (continued) 


19. (continued) : 
as embellishments on vernacular dwellings. 


Little could be uncovered about the early history of this house. 


